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Ellis County Ministerial Alllance

The ECMA ONE Advisory Board will choose appropriate and timely submissions for
publication. The columns in ONE represent the views of the author.

ONE is the official publication of the Ellis County
Ministerial Alliance (ECMA) which guides its mission,
content, and theme. The ECMA encourage submissions
from ECMA congregations. Photographs, stories,
testimonies, and other submissions should be directed
toward your church leaders or sent via email to
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Kurt Beyers
Amy Hockersmith
Ben Houchen
Anna Towns
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Terri Braun
terribraun91@gmail.com
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St. Nicholas of Myra Church
here in Hays has a very nice
baptismal font. It is on the
north side of the Church. It is
designed so that you can be
baptized by immersion or by

having water poured over your
head.

You have to attend classes
before you are baptized. If you
are an adult, you attend Order
of Christian Initiation Classes. If
you are an infant, your parents
attend a class. In both cases it
is to help understand the
implications of the Sacrament
of Baptism.

We encourage baptisms to
take place at Sunday Mass,
although they can take place
anytime. Adults are usually
baptized at the Easter Vigil the
night before Easter Sunday. If

a child is baptized, the child’s
parents and godparents are
asked if they will raise the child
in the practice of the Faith to
keep God’s Commandments.

We share a passage of
scripturegusually Mark 10: é>ké
brk grazidk] g~Lké~ Lk i
i~ |~0rs]ik2orkLip~26rk
=s|gi~{ ~p 5~1 Fki~|q« i~
« gr "« frk«kie We then offer
up prayers for the child about
to be baptized and then ask
the saints in heaven to pray for

the child.

We then have a prayer of
exorcism over the child. This is
a preventative exorcism. Satan
hasn't touched this child yet,
and we are claiming the child
for Jesus. We then ask the
parents and godparents if they
reject Satan and believe in
Jesus Christ and the Trinity.

We then baptize with water
in the name of the Father and

the Son and the Holy Spirit.
While our baptismal font here
at St. Nick’s is designed to
handle a full immersion
baptism, most people choose
to have their child baptized by
having water poured over their
head.

After the baptism, we
clothe the child in a white
garment. We say, “You have
become a new creation and
have clothed yourself in
Christ. May this white garment
be a sign to you of your
Christian dignity.”

We then present a baptism
candle, lit off the Easter
candle, to the family. “Parents
and godparents, this light is
entrusted to you to be kept
burning brightly so that your
child, enlightened by Christ,
may walk as a child of the
light,” is said. We then bless
the family and all present.
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Baptism is the reason for
the containers of Holy Water
you see at the doors of
Catholic Churches. Catholics
when entering the church, will
dip their fingers in Holy Water
and then make the Sign of the
Cross as we walk into the
sanctuary space.

It is a reminder to us of our
baptism. Because of our
Baptism we can now approach
God in prayer. Those holy
water fonts remind us of the
great gift of Baptism and how
it allows us to be in God's
Presence.
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The church | grew up in
was formal. There was not a
lot of running around
allowed. But | remember
when | decided to explore an
area of the church | had never
seen, the baptismal. | thought
| had found heaven itself.
From the sanctuary all you
normally saw was a set of red
velvet curtains. When | was a
kid I thought they must have
been 20 feet tall.

When | accepted Jesus as
my Savior | wanted to be
baptized, ironically in the
same forbidden area | had
discovered earlier. This time

it looked different. It was
bigger than it looked from the
sanctuary. Water was maybe
waist high to me, but that
seemed pretty deep. From the
sanctuary the opening you
could see looked high up the
wall but you actually had to go
down a few steps to get into it.

From the sanctuary you
saw only the preacher’s upper
body and he was wearing a
white robe. From the
baptismal when it was full of
water, you could see his robe
tied up around his waist so it
would not get wet. That
exposed his legs which were
in rubber boots. Standing next
to him in the water you were
looking down into the
sanctuary and you realized
that every eye was looking at
you. It was a little intimidating.

| never thought about
other churches and how they
facilitated baptisms, until my
wife and | were dating. Her
church baptized infants and
neither her church nor mine

would recognize any other
method than the one they
used. She and | were married
in the Catholic church she
grew up in. Some members of
my family did not support
that. Early in our marriage we
attended a combination of a
Catholic Church for a period
of time, followed by a Baptist
Church for a period of time,
followed by a period of time
when we alternated attending
both. Our results were mixed
unfortunately, because we
also developed a habit of
attending neither for a period
of time.

| was blessed in marriage
in many ways, but one |
cherish is that | was sitting
next to my wife the day she
accepted Jesus. It was during
the closing prayer of a church
service held at our local high
school. | love that we have
that memory. She was
baptized at a local community
pool literally across the street
from our house. Some
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members of her family did
not support that. The church
had rented it for a picnic that
day. There were probably 25
people baptized that day.
Our pastor issued the
challenge of leading my
family to me and that
included being baptized with
my wife. Somewhere in our
house is a picture of Mary and
| having just been dipped in
the water. In our arms were
two of our babies. Beautiful.

We had agreed to raise
our children in the church
and tried to. Our oldest
daughter was baptized in the
Catholic Church as an infant.
We watched Jordyn grow up
eventually seeing her faith
ignite as she got older. She
chose to be baptized when
she was 12 years old. The
church we attended at the
time did not have a building
yet, so we held baptisms at a
variety of places, an area lake,
a local hotel and even a
public pool.

Jordyn was baptized at
Wilson lake. The preacher
described her a free spirit. It
was an accurate description
and has since sort of defined

the faith walk of our little family

unit. But he also asked me if |
wanted to do the honors. |
remember the day well and |
felt entirely unworthy of doing
it, but heck yes, | wanted to.

Years later | got to baptize
Alyson in a local hotel pool
after she had accepted Christ.
She had also been baptized as
an infant. Our youngest was
not baptized as an infant but
was dedicated in a ceremony
at our church. He has not been
baptized as an adult, although
| fully believe that he has an
internal audience with Jesus
that he cannot proclaim in
words. If we tried to baptize
him as an adult, it would
require sedation.

MKfkabs~] L Kk«Bs~ |«

Do you remember being
baptized?

Did that baptism change
your heart, your behavior, or

both?
+r™uk | gkb

Admitting that none of us
knows everything about
God's view of such matters.
In my family alone, we have
some submerged as adults,
one who hasnt. Some had
water poured on them as an
infant, some were both.
Some were in a sanctuary,
one was at Wilson Lake, one
at Wilson Pool and one in a
hotel pool. The only
common theme is faith in
Jesus Christ and éOpsir~9
Bl §9 s« s §~««s Tk B~
81k~«k 5~1lé Hebrews 11:6
(NIV).
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The little girl waited
breathlessly that Christmas Eve
as the pastor at her church in
central Romania distributed
boxes of brightly wrapped
shoebox gifts to all the
children in the room.

The children were seated in
horizontal rows. The first row
received boxes and then
passed them over their heads
to the row behind them. That
row did the same, with each
row repeating the process, to
the back row.

The event was an
Operation Christmas Child
(OCQ) gift distribution. Finally,
6dyeardold Lorena Surducan
had her box. The pastor asked
the children to place their
hands on their box as he led
them in prayer to bless the
person who had prepared
their gift.

Then the pastor began his
countdown, and all the paper
went flying as the children
opened their gifts at the same

time, amidst squeals of delight.

But Lorena was careful
about opening her gift. The
paper was so pretty, she
wanted to save it, she said.

Surducan told her story of
that special night when she
spoke in Hays May 28 at North
Oak Community Church.

Operation Christmas Child

is a ministry of Samaritan’s
Purse, an international relief
organization headquartered in
Boone, N.C. Each year
thousands of people fill simple
shoeboxes with toys, school
supplies, and hygiene items.

The boxes are collected
during November each year
and are shipped to children in
need. According to data
provided by the ministry,
“Since 1993, over 232 million
shoebox gifts have been
collected for children in over
170 countries and territories.”

Rachel Albin of Hays, the
Northwest Kansas Area
Coordinator for OCC, said for
many children this is the first
gift they have ever received.
Inside each box is a pamphlet
in the child’s language talking
about Jesus and his love for
each child. Albin said this is the
first time many of these
children have heard of Jesus
also.

But that was not the case
for Surducan. She and her
sister grew up in a Christian
home, and she had heard
about God from an early age.

"My mother taught us how
to pray, and she read us a
Bible story each night before
bed,” Surducan said.

Although she didn't know it
at the time, she said her father
often prayed that God would
provide when there was little

money for food or bills. And
God always did.

A few years before
attending the OCC event at
her church, Lorena and her
sister got hold of a catalog
from a U.S. department store.
The little girls were
mesmerized by the toys they
saw. Toys were not sold in
Romanian stores, Lorena said.

The toy that captured her
attention the most was a
Barbie doll, and she told her
mother she wanted one. Her
mother suggested that she
pray and ask God for the doll.

So, Lorena did.

For several years, each
night during her bedtime
prayers, Lorena would ask God
for a Barbie doll. As she
opened her OCC shoebox gift
that Christmas Eve, she
carefully looked through the
contentseschool supplies,
glittery pens, a matching hat,
mittens, and scarf set.

Then, at the very bottom of
her box was a Barbie doll.

Surducan said, “The impact
of this on my life was just
fantastic. If God cares so much
about this one prayer, don't
you think he cares about other
prayers? If he cared so much
for this one little girl, wouldn't
he care about other children?”

That faith has sustained
Surducan throughout her life.
In 2015 she moved to the
United States to attend college
at Mississippi University for
Women in Columbia, Miss. Her
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church there was a dropioff
location for OCC shoebox
gifts.

Surducan casually
mentioned to one of the
church volunteers that she had
received such a gift when she
was a child. The volunteer took
note and contacted people at
Samaritan’s Purse’s
headquarters.

Soon Surducan was sharing
her story across the South. At
one point she moved to
Florida where she met and
married her husband, Bryson.
Then two years ago, they
moved to Lawrence, Kan., so
Lorena could continue her
education in Music Therapy at
the University of Kansas.

A year ago, 2%4yearéold
Bryson suffered a stroke. On
the ride to the hospital,
Surducan said she realized she
had two choices: “I could give
in to panic, or | could trust God
and his faithfulness.”

She began to pray,
releasing her husband to God,
no matter the outcome. She
said she immediately
experienced peace.

“The faith that began years
ago resulted in my ability to
pray this biggest prayer of my
life,” she said.

The doctors placed Bryson
in ICU and ran many tests, but
they were never able to figure
out what caused the stroke,
Lorena said. A few days later
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Bryson walked out of the
hospital and has experienced
no afterdeffects of his stroke,
she said.

Albin, who oversees the
shoebox collections in 15
Northwest Kansas counties,
including Ellis County, said last
year those residents packed
13,602 boxes, and she is
hoping for more this year.

Only God could have
orchestrated the journey that
one box took in reaching
Lorena, Albin said.

“Each child who receives a
box is praying for something
special,” Albin said. "As we
pack shoeboxes, may we pray
that God will lead us in
selecting what we putin our
boxes.”

Those wishing to know
more about Operation
Christmas Child may visit
samaritanspurse.org/occ.

This year's shoebox
National Collection Week is
Nov. 174824. North Oak
Community Church, where

Surducan spoke, packed 768
boxes last year, said LuAnn
Walters of Hays, North Oak’s
OCC coordinator. Naturally,
she is hoping for more this
year also.

Walters said many area
churches, including North Oak,
have special events
throughout the year, where
members paint blocks for
younger children’s boxes, sew
simple dresses, and prepare
pencil packs and hygiene kits.
North Oak’s adults and
children also participate in
“packing parties” prior to
collection week.

Individuals, groups, and
churches wanting to learn
more about organizing such
events are encouraged to
contact Albin at (785) 6394
1325 or ralbinmk@yahoo.com
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Scammers exploit trust and
goodwill, and sadly, one of their
tactics involve impersonating
clergy members to solicit
fraudulent donations. These
deceptive schemes prey on
people's generosity and faith,
making it critical to recognize the
warning signs and protect
yourself from becoming a victim.

Scammers may claim to be a
pastor, priest, rabbi, or other
religious leaders contacting
individuals through phone calls,
emails, or even social media
messages. With Al on the rise, a
call can actually sound like the
clergy member and even include
their picture. So don't commit to
anything over the phone without
verification that it is legitimate.

Scammers create a sense of
urgency stating that the church or
religious institution needs
immediate financial assistance.
Sometimes they may ask you to
do a favor for them and to keep it
a secret. They often request
donations in unconventional
forms such as gift cards, wire
transfers, or even cryptocurrency
payments. These payments
methods are favored by
scammers because they are
difficult to trace and nearly
impossible to recover once sent.

It is essential to recognize that
legitimate clergy members will
not call individuals personally to
ask for donations, send emails
requesting money or gift cards or

instruct you not to call them. Most
religious institutions have formal
donation processes, such as
secure online portals, official
church websites, or collection
during services.

Here are some best practices
to protect yourself:

e Verify requests if you receive
an unexpected donation
request. Contact your
religious institution directly
through trusted contact
information rather than
relying on links or phone
numbers provided in an
unsolicited message. Talk to
the church office or the clergy
directly.

e Never share sensitive
information and avoid
providing personal or
financial details unless you're
certain of the legitimacy of
the request. Legitimate
organizations will not ask for
your bank details, Social
Security number, or
passwords through emails or
phone calls.

e Look for suspicious emails
and messages and be
cautious of emails that
contain spelling errors,
unfamiliar sender addresses,
or generic greetings like
"Dear patron.” These can be
signs of phishing attempts.

e Use secure websites before
entering payment details.
Check that a website address
starts with “https://” and

includes a legitimate domain
name.

e Avoid clicking on pop up ads
or links sent via unsolicited
messages.

e Be skeptical of urgency.
Scammers often create a
sense of emergency to
pressure you into acting
quickly.

e Take time to investigate
before making any payments.
Never send gift cards as no
reputable organization
requests donation in the form
of gift cards.

e Report suspicious activity if
you suspect a scam, Contact
local law enforcement or the
Attorney General's Office.

Faith and generosity are
noble traits but they should never
be exploited. Stay informed, be
cautious and remember that
legitimate clergy will not ask for
personal donations through
informal communication or
request gift cards for charitable
causes. Trust your instinct, verify
any unusual request and ensure
that your goodwill is directed
toward genuine efforts to support
your community.
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< z- ¢D Text Study, 10:30am at
Trinity Lutheran Church (2703
Fort).

< z- AD Old Testament Bible
Study,12:50 pm at Epworth

Towers Community Room
(2800 Augusta Lane).

<"1- Ab Feeding Hays, 6:304
7:00pmito go spaghetti
dinner at St. Michael’s
Episcopal Church (2900 Canal
Blvd). To volunteer to help,
contact Ben at 785825932851.

< z- AD Summer of Love
Sunday VBS & Blessing Box
Food Drive, 11 am at Hays
Christian Church (1318 E.
22nd). See below for
additional information.

<"1- I Ci¢¥%d Community
Vocational Bible School (VBS),
at First United Methodist
Church (305 W. 7th). Call
church office for details at 7854
62533408.

< z- A Text Study, 10:30am at
Trinity Lutheran Church (2703
Fort).

< z- CB Old Testament Bible
Study,12:50 pm at Epworth
Towers Community Room
(2800 Augusta Lane).
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< 1- ¢¥d Feeding Hays, 6:304
7:00pmito go spaghetti dinner
at St. Michael’s Episcopal
Church (2900 Canal Blvd). To
volunteer to help, contact Ben
at 7858259d2851.

< 1- ¢AD 6th Annual Tour Die
Kapellan, a tour of chapels via
bicycles or bus. Starting point
is Municipal Park. Lunch
included. See below for
additional information.

< 1- ¢AD Summer of Love
Sunday VBS & Blessing Box
Food Drive, 11 am at Hays
Christian Church (1318 E.
22nd). See below for
additional information.

<"1- ¢ A David Vogel Concert,
3:30pmd5pm at Hays First
United Methodist Church (305
W. 7th). See below for
additional information. Free
will offering.

<" 1- ¢ Al Ab Presence Worship
Camp, at Family Worship
Center (1651 Yocemento Ave,
Hays.) Presence Worship is a
three day worship equipping
camp open to 6412 grade
students for musically inclined
students wanting to deepen
their faith in God and grow
both spiritually and musically.
See below for additional
information and registration.

<"1- ¢AD Text Study, 10:30am
at Trinity Lutheran Church
(2703 Fort).

<" 1- ¢Ab Backpacks for Kids
school supply drive, 2am to
4pm at Walmart. Individuals
will be handing out lists of
needed supplies to shoppers
and collecting those supplies
when shoppers leave the
store. To register, go to
www.firstcallelliscounty.com or

call (785) 62342800.

< 1- ¢AD Old Testament Bible
Study,12:50 pm at Epworth
Towers Community Room
(2800 Augusta Lane).

<" 1- ¢AD Laundry Love by First
Call for Help, 4 8pm at 27th
and Hall St. as Laundromat. Up
to 5 free loads of laundry per
household per month

<"1- ¢ Ap Feeding Hays, 6:304
7:00pmito go spaghetti dinner
at St. Michael’s Episcopal
Church (2900 Canal Blvd). To
volunteer to help, contact Ben
at 785825942851.

< 7- A¥%D Summer of Love
Sunday VBS & Blessing Box
Food Drive, 11 am at Hays
Christian Church (1318 E.
22nd). See below for
additional information.

<"z- A¥M Pilgrimage to
Angelus, 8:45am at St.
Nicholas of Myra parking lot.
Cars will caravan to St. Paul’s in
Angelus (about 1 %2 hours west
on 1d70). See additional details
below.

<" 1- AAD Text Study, 10:30am
at Trinity Lutheran Church
(2703 Fort).
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Ecumenical Events (Continued)

< 7- AAD Old Testament Bible < z- ACB Deadline for parents """ q «® A Summer of Love

Study,12:50 pm at Epworth to register their child for Sunday VBS & Blessing Box

Towers Community Room Backpack for Kids. Kids receive  Food Drive, 11 am at Hays

(2800 Augusta Lane). a free backpack stuffed with Christian Church (1318 E.
school supplies and hygiene 22nd). See below for

;SO AA?tFeeding Hsy;.écis()é kit. To register, go to additional information.
-Yupmato 9o spaghetli dinher www.firstcallelliscounty.comor ,,— _ .
at St. Michael’s Episcopal call (785) 62352800 q «® Ab Backpack for Kids

Church (2900 Canal Blvd). To ' distribution for registered

volunteer to help, contact Ben < z- A%D Old Testament Bible  kids, 7ami6pm at Hays

at 785825942851. Study,12:50 pm at Epworth Recreation Commission (1105
— Towers Community Room Canterbury). To register, go to
< 2- AR Summer of Love (2800 Augusta Lane). www.firstcallelliscounty.com or

Sunday VBS & Blessing Box call (785) 62332800.

Food Drive, 11 am at Hays <" 1- A¢b Feeding Hays, 6:304

Christian Church (1318 E. 7:00pmito go spaghetti dinner """ q «® AD Backpack for Kids

22nd). See below for at St. Michael's Episcopal distribution for nonéregistered

additional information. Church (2900 Canal Blvd). To kids, 8amd1pm at Hays
volunteer to help, contact Ben  Recreation Commission, (1105

<"7- AGB Text Study, 10:30am
at Trinity Lutheran Church
(2703 Fort).

at 785825942851. Canterbury). To register, go to
www.firstcallelliscounty.com or

call (785) 62342800.

Ecumenical Events: Additional Details
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Theme: Loving our neighbor
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Ecumenical Events: Additional Details (Continued)
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HAYS FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
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Ecumenical Events: Additional Details (Continued)
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