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As told to Linn Ann Huntington 
lhunting@fhsu.edu

Editor’s Note:  This is the latest in a multiple-part series titled “Get to Know the Officers in 
the Ellis County Ministerial Alliance (ECMA).”  In this article, we meet Pastor Dave Buller, the 
ECMA’s new vice president, who is assuming that position June 1.  Buller is the associate pastor 
at North Oak Community Church.

Personal Information: 
Where were you born and raised? 
I was born in Newton and raised in Ingalls.

Please tell us a little about your childhood. 
Twelve miles of dirt roads and 20 miles to a gallon of milk. Farm life was my life and our 

closest neighbors lived one mile away. We had pigs until I was 5, and my siblings and I all 
tended the chickens and wrestled the rototiller in the garden. I remember one of my first 
paying jobs was to transport large round hay bales from the field to the farm. I’m not going to 
divulge the age of the young driver of the tractor, though. My dad began selling personal com-
puters in the late 1970s, and I grew up working on them. In my early teens I got involved with 
software development. I have worked for clients ranging from Nebraska agronomists, to the 
University of California Davis, to commodity brokers and newspapers. I use computers a lot in 
what I do, although I no longer do software development. One of the challenges and blessings 
that the church must engage with is technology, its use, and its impact on the soul.

Marital status/children? 
More than 20 years ago, I married the love of my life. Emily and I both grew up in south-

west Kansas and have a love for the people of our great state. We have four kids ranging in age 
from 16 down to 7 years. We have done some homeschooling over the years, but this fall all 
four of our kids will be in the USD 489 school system.

How long have you lived in Ellis County?
Three years.

Please list your hobbies and interests outside of work.  
Playing guitar. Reading theology, classics, fiction, and biographies. Audio books. Riding my 

bicycle.

Academic Information:
Please list degrees/certificates held and from where. 
Bachelor of Arts in Biblical/Religious Studies from Tabor College, Hillsboro.
Master of Divinity from Fresno Pacific University Biblical Seminary, Fresno, Calif.

 Career Information:
What was the most unusual job you had before you became a minister? 
Mucked out brooder houses for thousands of pheasants. Don’t ever do that.

 Please list your current job title. 
Associate Pastor, North Oak Community Church.

How long have you served in this position? 
3 years.

Q&A Vice President of the ECMA

Dave Buller, new vice president for the ECMA, relaxes at Breathe Coffee House, 703 
Main.  Buller leads a men’s Bible study at 6 a.m. every Wednesday at the coffee house. 
He says men of various church denominations attend, and any man is welcome to join 
them.  (Photo by Linn Ann Huntington)
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Please list previous ministry positions held, where, 
and length of time, starting with the most recent.

Lead pastor at Cornerstone Community Church, Topeka, 
for 12 years.

Several years as a volunteer leader in college ministry in 
Fresno, Calif., and in youth ministry at a couple of churches 
in Kansas.

What aspect of your current position do you enjoy the 
most? 

I love watching people stepping into a relationship with 
Jesus Christ and then, in simple faith, doing what he said. 
That is awesome.

Jesus is the first and the last. He is my Savior and Lord. 
He has taken my sin and shame and placed on me his 
approval and his Holy Spirit. He promises to do the same 
for all who call on his name. He cannot be overstated. His 
vastness cannot be imagined. His power knows no bounds. 

He was, he has come, he died and ascended. He is coming 
again. He is the one who will judge the living and the dead. 
He is the source of salvation and healing and life abundant. I 
am nothing without him, and yet I am the desire of his heart 
and the impetus for his sacrificial death. Such words are true 
for all his children. Yet these words are a mystery I haven’t 
fully grasped, as well as the basis for all my hope.

One verse that connects with me is Philippians 1:20 
(NIV): I eagerly expect and hope that I will in no way be 
ashamed, but will have sufficient courage so that now as 
always Christ will be exalted in my body, whether by life or by 
death. 

I love the church and believe that it is the vehicle—God’s 
plan “A”—for bringing the Gospel to all people. Jesus said it. 
Now let’s do it. There is a lot of brokenness in this world and 
in our lives. Jesus has come to free us from that. I am praying 
for more workers in the harvest field (Luke 10:2) to bring 
hope and healing in Jesus’ name.

 ECMA Information:
Current Position: Vice President.

How long have you been involved in ECMA?
Three years.

Why do you believe ECMA is important to our  
community?

Years ago the ECMA founded First Call for Help and the 
Second Mile Fund. These important ministries in our county 
would not exist if churches did not continue to partner 
together to fund and resource them. This is about helping 
those who need help, and something that close to the heart 
of God deserves our attention and investment. Together we 
can do more.

Contact information:  dbuller@northoak.net.
Ph: (785) 687-8887.

Pastor Dave Buller is shown standing behind his family, children Amos, Annelise, Eliana, Liam, and wife, Emily. (Courtesy photo)
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meeting.  
Also on the program will be inspirational speaker 

Lisa Edmonds of Colorado Springs, Colo.  Edmonds, a 
personal trainer, said she learned early on that “other 
people’s decisions can have a lasting and powerful 
effect on everyone around them.”

In her talk, titled “Lisa Baby, It’s Time to Grow Up,” 
Edmonds will share her own story of survival in a 
violent world.

Cost to attend is $12.50. Reservations are due 
by Thursday, June 6, to (785) 202-1036 or to daisy-
mae0917@yahoo.com. Hays After 5 is affiliated with 
Stonecroft Ministry of Overland Park. 

Charity golf scramble coming up
A charity golf scramble will be held beginning at 8 

a.m. Friday, June 14, at the Fort Hays Municipal Golf 
Course, 1450 Golf Course Road. 

The event is being sponsored by Relay for Life of 
Ellis County. Cost for each four-person scramble is 
$80 per person, which includes lunch.  

Check-in will begin at 8 a.m., with the scramble be-
ginning at 9 a.m. Prizes will be awarded. Registration 
is available by calling Todd Lynd at (785) 361-2211. 

Youth camp to be held June 24-28 
DREAM Youth Camp will be held Monday, June 24, 

through Friday, June 28, for children ages 7 through 11 
who have family members who are chemically addict-
ed.

The camp will be held on the north shore of Cedar 
Bluff Reservoir. The registration form is available 
at www.dreamhays.com/youth-camp. Sheryl Butler, 
director of DREAM, Inc., said the cost of the camp is 
being taken care of through scholarships provided by 
local churches and other donors. 

Registrations will be accepted as long as there is 
space available for campers, she added.

According to the website, “It is estimated that one 
in every four children is living in a chemically addict-
ed family.”

The camps have been held since 1990. Their goal, 
the website stated, is to increase children’s knowledge 
of chemical addiction and help them with coping skills 
and goal setting. 

In addition to its summer camp, DREAM, Inc., 
offers outpatient programs for adults and teens, as-
sessment and evaluation, individual counseling, family 
treatment, after care, workshops, and consultation 
services, 

More information is available at (785) 628-6655 or 
dreamhays@ruraltel.net.

‘Project Suitcase’ seeking donations 
for foster kids

The Salvation Army is asking Ellis County residents 
to donate items for “Project Suitcase,” which helps 
foster children in the community.

Julie Smith, Ellis County Salvation Army coordina-
tor, said, “We rely on donations only—basically what 
we get through the red kettles at Christmas time.  All 
the funds we get in Ellis County stay in Ellis Coun-
ty,” she said, adding, “Donations were way down this 
year.”

That means Project Suitcase, along with the Salva-
tion Army’s other services in the county, are suffer-
ing. 

Each month, Smith said, she likes to give eight 
suitcases each to the Western Kansas Child Advoca-
cy Center, 135 W. Eighth, and the KVC Wheatland 
Hospital in the Hadley Center.

Each of these suitcases is stuffed full of hygiene 
items, school supplies, clothing, and toys for the chil-
dren in these agencies’ care.

Haley Rutherford, child and family advocate for 
WKCAC, said often when children are removed from 
their homes by authorities, the children are able to 
take few, if any, of their personal belongings with 
them.

The suitcases the children receive through the 
Salvation Army change all that. The bags provide 
the children with the basics, such as toothbrushes, 
toothpaste, and socks, as well as small games and 
coloring books.

The children take these bags of items with them 
when they leave WKCAC. It serves children ages 2 
through 18, who are suspected victims of abuse.  

Smith said placing the items in a small suitcase or 
backpack is much preferable over the children having 
to carry their items in a trash bag.

“We try to give the child some dignity, so they 
don’t have to carry their items in a trash bag.”

The problem is more people are using debit cards 
instead of cash to make their holiday purchases, 
Smith said.  So the cash that went into the red kettles 
in Ellis County this year was way below the normal 
amount. 

That is why Smith is appealing for donations now. 
Items needed for Project Suitcase are 22-inch sports 
duffle bags, backpacks, shampoo and conditioner, 
body wash, toothpaste and toothbrushes, deodorant, 
hair brushes, combs, hair ties, crayons, markers, pen-
cils, coloring books, playing cards, small games, lap 
blankets, socks, and twin size blankets. Gently used 
bags and backpacks are also acceptable, Smith said.

In addition to this project, the Salvation Army 
provides assistance with rent, utility bills, clothing, 
prescriptions, school supplies, and transportation to 

individuals, based on need. The agency also partners 
with the Lions Club for vision screenings for children 
and adults, again based on need.

Individuals may drop off any of the items listed 
above at the Salvation Army office, 203 E. Seventh, 
but Smith asks that donors call (785) 621-2794 first 
to make sure someone is available to accept delivery.

 Monetary donations are also greatly appreciated 
Smith said. She may be reached at Julie_smith@usc.
salvationarmy.org.

Registration open for  
FHSU’s fall picnic

Registration is now open for organizations, in-
cluding churches, which would like a table at the Fort 
Hays State University 2019 Back to School Picnic. It 
is scheduled from 4 to 6:30 p.m. Monday, Aug. 19, on 
the FHSU Quad.

There is no registration fee for non-profit organiza-
tions; the fee is $50 for a for-profit business.  

“The picnic is your first opportunity to effectively 
gain awareness for your organization and the ser-
vices it provides,” a news release from the Center for 
Student Involvement stated. More information and a 
registration form are available at http://www.fhsu.edu/
csi/picnic. 

Questions may be directed to (785) 628-4664 or 
csi@fhsu.edu 

FHSU to offer class on  
World Religions

The Department of Philosophy at Fort Hays State 
University will be offering a class on World Religions 
in the fall.  

The on-campus class, Phil 179,  will focus on Chris-
tianity, Judaism, Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism, Confu-
cianism, and Daoism. It will meet from 1:30 to 2:45 
p.m. Tuesdays and Thursdays starting Tuesday, Aug. 
20, and run through Thursday, Dec. 12.

Rob Byer, assistant professor, will be the instructor. 
He said the class will focus on such topics as: What is 
a religion? What are different religious doctrines? and 
What are the historical beginnings of religion?

The class may be taken for three hours of college 
credit, at a cost of around $515. Or, Byer said, he is 
willing to allow people to audit the class for free.

“If someone is interested in attending, doing the 
reading, and joining in on the discussion, but doesn’t 
need or want credit and doesn’t need or want to do 
assessments related to the course, then auditing would 
be a fine option,” he said.  Cost of the book is around 
$15.

Registration deadline is Aug. 7. More information 
is available by contacting Byer at srbyer@fhsu.edu or 
(785) 628-4727. 

News, from 2
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Ken Ediger, North Oak Community Church 
A young reporter once asked a College football coach 

how the game of football had contributed to the health and 
fitness of Americans. He replied, “It hasn’t contributed at all.” 
The reporter was mystified. He said, “What do you mean?” 
The coach replied, “Football is where you have 22 men on 
the field that desperately need rest, and 67,000 people in the 
stands that desperately need exercise!”

I hate to say it, but that might be a very good description 
of a lot of churches! Consider three compelling reasons to 
serve in your local church.

1. All of God’s people are called to the ministry; all 
God’s people are sent on mission. 

One of the most crippling ideas to pervade the church 
over the centuries is that there is a special class of Christians 
called the “clergy” that do the ministry, while all the “laity” sit 
back and watch them do it. Conversely, the words “clergy” 
and “laity” never occur in the Bible. This concept is complete-
ly unbiblical!

Christian ministry is “every-member ministry,” as indi-
cated in Ephesians 4:12–13. God gives evangelists, pastors, 
and teachers (v. 11) to the body of Christ today “to prepare 
God’s people for works of service, so that the body of Christ 
may be built up” (v. 12). The grammatical structure of this 
passage removes any hint that it is the responsibility of 
church officers alone both to equip church members and to 
build up the body of Christ. That is not the sense of the verse. 
On the contrary, Paul means that while church leaders must 
equip the saints to do ministry, this ministry of building up 
Christ’s body (the church) is collective. All of us have a role to 
play in advancing the people of God to maturity in His Son 
(see 1 Corinthians 12). Serving in the local church is crucial 
to living according to God’s design and purpose for every 
Christian.

2. Serving in the church is more in line with “being” 
the church rather than merely “doing” church.

In his book Revolution, George Barna notes, “We are not 
called to go to church. We are called to be the church.” (p 39) 
America is full of Christians that are really good at going to 
church and doing church. In fact, you don’t have to attend a 
church for very long to discover what behaviors are expected 
when you attend. You can quickly learn how to “do church” 
– what time to arrive, what to bring with you, when to stand, 
when to sing, when to listen, when to take notes and when to 
leave. Week after week, month after month, year after year, 
Christians everywhere are “doing church” for an hour or so 
on Sunday. Many Christians would tell you that this church 
experience is one of the most meaningful times in their week.

The church gathered is powerful! Yet doing church on 
Sundays is not why the church exists. Being the church 
together in community requires a lifestyle of worship and 
witness that extends beyond “doing church” corporately on 
Sundays. Being the church is daily! It includes worshipping 

together, serving together, loving together, learning and 
growing together, praying together, engaging culture togeth-
er, being salt and light together, and so much more.

Being the church doesn’t stop when you drive away from 
the church building or meeting place. Being the church 
doesn’t stop when you walk into your home or get to work. 
Being the church doesn’t stop ever. Once you belong to God 
through faith in His Son, you always belong to His church. 
Church is not something to “do.” The church is something to 
“be.”

3. Serving is a way to be a good steward of the gifts 
God has given to you.

According to 1 Corinthians 12:4-7, every Christian ( “to 
each one” ) receives spiritual gifts. A spiritual gift is an ability 
( “working” or power) that comes to you freely ( “gift” ) for 
the purpose of ministering to needs (“service”) so as to build 
up Christian community in size and depth (“the common 
good”). This doesn’t mean gifts only meet needs of Christians. 
They meet needs “in Jesus’ name,” as a witness and sign of the 

coming kingdom. Ephesians 4:7–12 says that Jesus’ kingly 
power—which will eventually heal the world physically, 
socially, and spiritually—is now distributed into us. The 
bottom line is that every Christian is in ministry through the 
church. No one is merely a consumer of services; everyone is 
a distributor.

Our gifts are one of God’s ways of giving us our “assign-
ment”. Our lives are not about pursuing our dreams. Many of 
our dreams are self-exalting and pride-filled when we really 
examine them. And the truth is, we rarely know what is best 
for us and what will really make us happy. But our Designer 
does! So, live into the design of your Designer. Steward your 
gifts to the utmost for the sake of others. Aspire to be the 
very best and most fruitful you that you can be for God’s glo-
ry. Don’t dishonor God by devaluing the gifts he’s given you.

The church has been commissioned by Jesus to make 
disciples. The only way you can accomplish that task beyond 
the walls of your church is by having engaged, involved, and 
active disciples within the walls. Serve in and through your 
local church!

3 reasons to serve in the local church
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