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Welcome

Hello dear ONE readers

Holy Family Ele-
mentary School 
third-grader Rachel 
Staab places a 
rose in a vase in 
honor of the Virgin 
Mary while the 
students perform 
a living rosary in 
observance of the 
100th anniversary 
May of the appear-

ance of Our Lady 
of Fatima. 

Photo by Jolie 
Green, HDN.

Pastor Marie Sager
pastormarie15@gmail.com

Trinity Lutheran Church

If you often begin your time read-
ing this magazine, you might have 
noticed that the writer 

of this particular article has 
changed. Deacon Scott 
Watford has written this 
welcome article the past 
12 months. Now as the 
new President of the 
ECMA, it is my job to 
write the “Welcome Article,” so I want to 
begin by saying, “Hello.” 

My name is The Rev. Marie Sager and I 
am the pastor at Trinity Lutheran Church, 
in Hays. You might know me from past 
articles and if you look to the right of this 

article, you will also notice 
I am on the ONE advi-
sory board as well. I look 
forward to the next year 

together, journeying in 
faith, and getting to know 

one another. I encourage and invite you to 
say “hi,” the next time you may see me out 

and about in Ellis County.
This month, June, you will be able to read 

some interesting articles about different 
men of the Bible. You will also notice one 
article about Bathsheba from last month’s 
theme on women of the Bible. I hope you 
take some time this month to read the 
articles included in this issue, to spend some 
time in your Bible, and get to know some of 
the amazing people in it for yourself. Until 
next time, may you always feel God’s love 
for you.

An unlikely hero
In Judges 6-8 we read about the 

story of Gideon. Gideon was from 
the least important tribe of Israel 

and from the weakest family in that 
tribe (6:15). He lived during a terrible 
time in Israel’s history, when the Mid-
ianites were attacking and destroying 
Israel and her people. The people were 
so terrified of them that they hid in 
caves. Whenever the 
people planted crops, 
the Midianites and 
their allies would 
destroy the crops 
and take away all of 
the animals. The 
people of Israel 
had nothing to 
eat and no hope. 
This situation lasted for 7 years, until 
Israel cried out for the Lord.

Gideon was threshing wheat one day 
and the angel of the Lord appeared to 
him. He did not realize it was the angel 
of the Lord, and was unsure of what 
was taking place. The angel of the Lord 
told Gideon, “Rescue Israel from the 
Midianites. I am sending you!” (6:14). 

Gideon was taken aback by the 
thought of this and wanted a sign 
from the angel. The angel agreed and 
performed a miraculous sign for him. 
Finally, Gideon realized that it was the 
angel of the Lord and was terrified that 
he would die because he had seen his 
face. Instead, God gave Gideon his first 

task as the new judge of Israel: tear 
down the altar of Baal that belonged to 
his father.

Gideon was scared about doing this, 
as he knew the people would be angry. 
But he obeyed and did it during the 
night. He tore down the altar and Ash-
erah pole and built a new altar to God. 
The next morning the people were liv-

id. They demanded that Gideon pay 
for his crime. But his father said that 
they should let Baal defend himself, 

so they let the matter 
drop. 

Gideon was in-
fused with courage by 
this event, but he was 
still not ready to lead 
as the Lord asked 

him. He tested the Lord two more 
times, wanting to know with absolute 
certainty that the Lord was sending 
him. After being satisfied that the Lord 
was calling him, he obeyed.

Gideon called Israel to battle and 
led the army to the Midianite camp. He 
had 32,000 men with him. The Lord 
told Gideon that if Israel attacked with 
this many men, the people would think 
they did it on their own, as opposed to 
being delivered by God. So Gideon, at 
the Lord’s direction, whittled his army 
down to just 300 men. 

The Midianite men were said to be 
as numerous as grains of sand on the 
seashore. How was Gideon with his 300 

men going to defeat an army of that 
magnitude? Only with the Lord’s help. 

Gideon and his men surrounded the 
army on 3 sides and blew trumpets and 
held torches, as the Lord commanded. 
The Midianite army was scared and 
confused and began fighting them-
selves. Soon only a handful of men were 
left and they fled. Gideon chased them 
and defeated the Midianites soundly 
because he followed the direction of 
God.

Gideon started out as a reluctant 
leader, answering the call of leadership 
only after God proved himself to him 
multiple times. I think many in lead-
ership start out this way. Many people 
don’t seek out the leadership roles God 
puts them in, but are used by God in a 
mighty way in spite of this. 

Personally, I identify with Gideon’s 
wanting to test God. I think most of us 
would like to “test” God to make sure 
that we’re going on the right path, mak-
ing the right decisions. Yet God doesn’t 
always answer our tests – at least not 
clearly. That’s when we have to rely on 
what we know about God and his ways 
and move forward. 

Gideon was not a likely hero, but 
he was willing to be used by God in a 
mighty way. No matter who we are, we 
need to take comfort in the fact that 
God can use anyone to accomplish his 
purposes. We just need to be ready and 
willing to obey. 

Pastor Kevin Daniels
rev.kevin.daniels@gmail.com

Hays Christian Church
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HaysMed complies with applicable Federal civil rights laws and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, age disability, or sex.
ATTENTION: If you speak a language other than English, language assistance services are available to you free of charge. Call 1–855-429-7633 (TTY: 1–800-766-3777). 

ATENCIÓN: si habla español, tiene a su disposición servicios gratuitos de asistencia lingüística. Llame al 1–855-429-7633 (TTY: 1–800-766-3777).
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Pediatrics
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Robotic Surgery
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Sleep Neurodiagnostic  
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Specialty Clinic At St.          
   Rose
Urology
WorkSMART
Wound Healing &  
   Hyperbaric Center

Bone, Joint & Spine Center
Breast Care Center
Center for Health Improvement
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Eye Surgery
Family Medicine
General Surgery
Hospice/Palliative Care
Imaging Center
Internal Medicine
Medical Pavilion Pharmacy
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   Kansas
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Medical Concierge Services
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24 hours weekends and holidays

Convenient Care Walk-In Clinic
M-F 8 a.m.-7:30 p.m.  |  Sat. 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 
Sun. 11 a.m.-4 pm
785-261-7065
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Deacon Scott Watford
swatford@eaglecom.net

St. Nicholas of Myra
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Many of us know the old ditty 
sung around the campfire, “Fa-
ther Abraham.” He is heralded as 

the father of many, which is ironic since he 
is elderly and childless, and his wife is be-
yond childbearing years when the promise 
to make him the father of many is given by 
God. He nevertheless goes down in history 
as the patriarch of countless offspring, the 
miracle having been accomplished. 

Not only is there the fact of physical 
patrimony, Abraham is a patriarch in a 
spiritual sense. He is spiritual father to 
billions of believers. He is a father figure 
to his spiritual children as a model of 
holiness, which is based on faith and hope. 
His holiness is exhibited in his willingness 
to walk into the unknown when God calls 
him to the Promised Land, a land yet to 
be revealed to him. Willing obedience to 

God’s call is in the nature of holiness. One 
who is said to be holy is said to be one who 
obeys God happily. Such a one is Abra-
ham. He is an example of holiness.

At the heart of holy obedience to the 
call of God is faith. Faith 
is trust in God. It is tak-
ing God at God’s Word. 
Abraham is a prime 
example of faith. He 
trusts God’s promises. 
God promises to 
make Abraham 
the father of a 
great nation, with descendants as numer-
ous as the stars. Abraham believes that 
the maker of the stars can deliver on the 
promise, even though both he and his wife 
are aged and she is beyond childbearing 
years. Thus he is considered a father figure 

by the faithful.
Prior to the promise of offspring, 

Abraham demonstrates his faith by set-
ting off with his wife, Sarah, along with 
their household, and journeying into the 
unknown following God’s call, believing 
in God’s promise, and hoping in a future 

God has promised. 
Abraham is a pilgrim 
hoping in the future 
God will provide. 
Abraham is a model 
of someone who has 
hope in God.

In conclusion, Abraham serves as a 
father figure for the faithful. He exhibits 
holiness in heeding the call of God and 
moving toward the future trusting and 
hoping in God’s promise of a land and a 
lineage. He does this when the promise 

seems impossible at worst and uncertain 
at best. There is no certitude for us today 
either. Abraham himself struggles to 
come to terms with what God promises. 
We too struggle with uncertainty about 
where we may land and what the future 
will bring. Some, like Abraham and Sarah, 
struggle with childlessness. Some struggle 
with childrearing. Some struggle as their 
children grow up and move away. Some 
struggle through divorce. Some struggle 
with single parenthood. Some struggle 
with widowhood. Some struggle with 
being single. None of us can be sure of the 
future. We are all pilgrims on a journey 
that constantly changes and unfolds before 
our eyes. We follow God’s call into a future 
yet to be revealed. The example of Abra-
ham says that God can be trusted. There 
is hope. 

Abraham had hopes in God



She doesn’t get much agency in 
the familiar story from scripture; 
but, perhaps, that is why I iden-

tify and empathize so strongly with 
Bathsheba. 

Her story emerges in the text of 2 
Samuel, in the shadow of King David’s 
ascension to power. Bathsheba, called 
“Daughter of the Oath,” has a name 
that suggests steadfastness and loyalty 
to the righteous laws of God. Unfor-
tunately, her name also carries irony: 
for King David would abuse his power, 
violating not only Bathsheba’s body, 
but also her faith. 

According to the text of 2 Samuel, 
Bathsheba is bathing on the rooftop 
when King David catches sight of her. 
The king is aroused, and desiring her, 
begins to plot ways to have sex with 
her. The fact that Bathsheba is mar-
ried does not seem to bother David, 
though, for ultimately he uses his in-

fluence to bring her to the palace and 
impregnate her. 

While many Biblical interpret-
ers like the idea of “Bathsheba The 
Temptress,” or even a rosy picture 
of Bathsheba as his 
mutual consort 
in adultery, 
the truth is far 
more bleak. 
Rape is the 
most likely 
situation in 
this imbal-
ance of pow-
er. David, 
in all of his control as the ruler of the 
land, had all the strength of financial, 
legal, social and political influence be-
hind his decisions. Bathsheba, on the 
other hand, was a common woman, 
and in the time and history of ancient 
Israel where women had very little 

control over their own livelihood, 
let alone means of legal or financial 
social defense! In other words: if the 
king wants you, the king will have you. 
Whether you want it, resist it, or pray 
for safety. 

We have limited scriptural evidence 
for rape, but we do have King David’s 
shamefaced responses to his actions. 

And guilty ac-
tions speak vol-
umes. According 
to 2 Samuel, Da-
vid urges Bath-
sheba’s husband 
Uriah to have 

sex with her multiple times in order 
to cover up that the child is his seed. 
But when Uriah and Bathsheba refuse 
to consent, David sends Uriah away 
to die on the front line of dangerous 
military action. Then, after Uriah dies 
(as King David arranged), he takes 

the widow Bathsheba as his wife. Not 
surprisingly, God is deeply unhappy 
with the king and sends the prophet 
Nathan to scorn David for the adul-
tery, murder, and sin he committed. 

So why write this passage? I res-
onate with the injustice, pain, and 
betrayal that Bathsheba feels. I know 
what it means to brush up against 
power and exploitation. In this, I 
grieve for Bathsheba. I grieve for 
myself. And I grieve for all victims of 
rape, sexual abuse, and coercion: all of 
you who have known the shame, the 
pain, and the loss of having your body 
and your agency taken from you. So 
today, I say to you, too: Just as God 
advocated for Bathsheba in her time 
of injustice, so God comes to deliver 
you, too. God hears your cries. God 
sends agents of justice like Nathan. 
And, ultimately, God will deliver you 
to safety. You are not forgotten. 
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Pastor Kyle Ermoian
kyle@celebratejesus.org

Celebration Community Church

In Acts 4:36, the New Testa-
ment historian Luke, when 
describing the explosive 

growth of the early church, 
translates the name Barna-
bas to mean “son of encour-
agement”. It may be that the 
apostles who gave Joseph the 
name Barnabas saw all kinds 
of wonderful qualities in his 
character; that’s why Barnabas 
is one of my favorite New Tes-
tament characters. What was it 
that Barnabas did so well?
He was Generous with Others

Why is a spirit and pattern 
of generosity so important? Be-
cause God calls His people to 
be generous not stingy. Stingy 
people tend to be closed off 
people who protect and hoard 
what they have. And it’s not 
just their possessions that they 
won’t let go of; they also hold 
tightly onto their positions, 

power, and preferences. They 
believe that if someone else 
gains, they lose. So they don’t 
want anyone else to win. Stin-
giness of heart, if it’s allowed 
to remain, always sabotages 
relationships and undermines 
healthy church-
es. For God 
so loved the 
world that He 
gave. God is 
a generous 
giver and He 
wants us to 
take what He has so generously 
given to us, His forgiveness, 
His mercy, and His wealth, and 
give it away to others. The first 
time we encounter Barnabas in 
scripture we read that he sells 
some property and generously 
gives it to the church.  

He Saw the Best in Others 
Saul the former Christian 

persecutor was being shunned 
by the church. Peter and the 
other disciples didn’t trust him 
and wanted nothing to do with 
the now converted Saul. But 
Barnabas takes him in, advo-
cates on his behalf to the lead-
ers of the church, and vouches 
for the one who goes on to be 

the great 
evangelist 
to the Gen-
tiles. A true 
friend sees 
good in us 

that others can’t or won’t, and 
stands with them even when it 
isn’t popular.  
He Positively Worked for the 

Success of Others
Saul had gone back to Tarsus 

and was preaching there and 
making tents to support him-
self. Still not accepted by the 
church leaders in Jerusalem, he 

had been out of the picture for 
about 9 years. Barnabas needed 
help in leading the new church 
at Antioch so he goes looking 
for Saul and he trains him to 
be a church leader. At the end 
of the year at Antioch, the pair 
head out on a missionary jour-
ney and the Scripture refers to 
them as Barnabas & Saul, but 
at some point along the way 
Saul gets a name change and 
from then on its Paul & Barna-
bas. Barnabas has trained Saul 
so well that he surpasses him 
in leadership, and Barnabas 
cheers him on.

He was a Spiritual  
Influence on Others

We see throughout scrip-
ture that Barnabas encourages 
new believers in their faith; he 
was a strong spiritual example. 
This is an important aspect of 
friendship that’s often over-

looked. The most important 
part of us as human beings is 
not our bodies, but our spirits. 
A good friend brings the spiri-
tual aspect into daily life. When 
a friend shares with you about 
a struggle they’re facing what 
do you say to them? What ad-
vice do you give? They proba-
bly don’t need to hear what Dr. 
Phil or Oprah think. What they 
need is for you to, like Barn-
abas, speak God’s word into 
their lives and pray for them. 

A long time ago I was hum-
bled by being called “a Barn-
abas” by a seasoned Christian 
woman and I have tried ever 
since to be an encourager of 
others. All this month at Cel-
ebration Community Church 
I will be speaking encouraging 
words on how to “Stay Positive” 
in this cynical and negative 
world.

What was it Barnabas did so well?

Ultimately, God will deliver you to safety

Pastor Allie Smith
St. John Lutheran
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Prairie Pak - $27.00 (includes 
meats, fruits and veggies)

Supplemental Meat Package - $15 
(can be ordered with Prairie Pak or 
any Special)

Fruit & Veggie Only - $14.00 (in-
cludes the fruit & veggies that is in the 
regular Prairie Pak)

Specials - A couple of different 
specials will be offered each month.

Meat, Fruit & Veggie and Spe-
cials Paks can be purchased with or 
without the Prairie Pak, giving you 
more flexibility when ordering; there 
are no limit to the amount of packages 
ordered each month. 

Order date: June 12. Order locally 
and pay with check, cash or EBT food 
stamps. Or you can order on-line at 
june@prairielandfood.com and pay 
with your debit card or check.

Food pick up date: June 24; Hays, 
Big Creek Crossing, south hallway, 
2918 Vine, 11 a.m. to noon. For more 
information, call Vickie Rohleder 
(785) 625-6291 or June Glasgow (800) 
998-9436

Prairie Land

Holy Family students honor  anniversary
By MIKE KESSINGER 
mkessinger@dailynews.net

Aside from what the students of  Holy 
Family Elementary were about to take 
part in Friday afternoon, there was one 
thing in particular Karen Bieker hoped 
would turn out well — the weather.

As it turned out, the temperature in 
the 70s made for perfect conditions to 
enjoy a celebration.

“I’ve been praying ahead for favor-
able weather,” said Bieker, the preschool 
teacher at Holy Family. “God definitely 
gave us that gift of  a beautiful day.”

There was barely a cloud in the sky as 
students from each grade filed out the 
doors and into the parking lot on the 
east side. In honor of  the 100th anniver-
sary of  the Appearance of  Our Lady of  
Fatima, the school took part in a Living 
Rosary. It is an event the school planned 
to recognize.

It was just a matter of  when they 
could all do it together with the end of  
the school year approaching and a num-
ber of  other events on the schedule.

The actual date of  the anniversary is 
May 13. It was then, in 1917, when an 
apparition of  the Blessed Virgin Mary 
appeared for the first time to three 
children tending to their flock at the 

Cova da Iria, near Fatima, Portugal. It 
was one of  six times she would appear 
to the children. The final time was Oct. 
13, 1917.

Holy Family Elementary Principal Ra-
chel Wentling asked Bieker if  she would 
organize the rosary.

“When it was proposed to me that it 
was the 100th anniversary of  Fatima, 
I said, ‘I can not not do this,’ ” Bieker 
said. “ ‘I have to do this because I have 
such devotion to the Blessed Mother,’ 
and what better way to do it than to 
honor her. It was a huge undertaking to 
get all the children organized grade-wise 
and color coded, and it was just a lot of  
things.

“(The students) were well-prepared. 
We’re at a Catholic school, so they know 
the rosary well.”

Bieker, who had help from other 
teachers in organizing the event, staged 
a practice Tuesday in the school gym.

“We had signs on the wall where to 
get them to stand,” Bieker said. “Every-
thing was just organized.”

When the children came out from 
the school, they formed a large circle in 
groups. The students who led the prayer 
associated with their position in the 
Rosary were selected by their classroom 
teachers. A microphone was passed from 

each student leading the prayer to the 
next.

“It went very well,” Wentling said. 
“What a beautiful day to have this, and 

it was so well-organized.”

JOLIE GREEN, jgreen@dailynews.net
Students at Holy Family Elementary School gather on the school’s playground to form a 
living rosary May 5 in honor of the 100th anniversary of the appearance of Our Lady of 
Fatima.

Sign of the timeS
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SAVANNAH DOWNING, sdowning@dailynews.net
Pastor David Buller, North Oak Community Church, leads the crowd in “This is Amazing 
Grace” during the National Day of Prayer event for Ellis County on May 5 outside the Ellis 
County Courthouse.

By SAVANNAH DOWNING 
sdowning@dailynews.net

People of  varying denominations 
gathered at the war memorial out-
side the Ellis County Courthouse 
on Thursday afternoon for the 66th 
annual National Day of  Prayer in Ellis 
County.

Pastor Marie Sager, vice chair of  
the Ellis County Ministerial Alliance, 
welcomed the crowd to the event, fol-
lowed by the Pledge of  Allegiance led 
by John Pyle, U.S. Veterans Adminis-
tration.

To kick off  the service, North Oak 
Pastor David Buller played “This is 
Amazing Grace” on his guitar while 
the crowd sang along.

Dave Kumar, KPRD Praise Radio 
for midwest Kansas, emceed the gath-
ering and read the National Day of  
Prayer scripture.

“Thank you for gathering together, 
petitioning God together — despite 
denominations and backgrounds 
— for coming together and praying 
together,” Kumar said. “The theme 
this year is ‘For Your Great Name’s 
Sake.’ ”

Kumar then read from Daniel 9:19:
“O Lord, Listen! O Lord, Forgive! 

O Lord, Hear and Act! For Your Sake, 
O my God.”

Pastor Micah Sanderson, CrossPoint 
Church; Pastor Gary Simon, Cor-
nerstone Southern Baptist Church; 
Pastor Daniel Williams, CrossPoint; 
Pastor Lory Herrick, Liberty Four-
square Church; Martin Straub, Hays 
High principal; Normadine Noone, 
National Day of  Prayer committee; 
and Kathy Dinkel, Liberty Four-
square Church, led those assembled in 
prayers for the nation’s government, 
church, military, family, education, 
media and business.

Those gathered capped the prayer 
event by singing “God Bless Amer-
ica” with Buller, and they received 
additional materials about KPRD’s 
Christian broadcasting lineup as well 
as a brochure about the National Day 
of  Prayer and how to continue to pray 
for the U.S.

The brochure included a quote from 
President Ronald Reagan that empha-
sizes the mission for the prayer event:

“If  we ever forget that we are One 
Nation Under God, then we will be a 

Praying for the nation

Citizens gather to pray for the nation during the event.
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Diapers free to  
qualified families

First Call for Help, 205 E. Seventh, 
Suite 205, is distributing free diapers 
to families who qualify.

The distribution takes place from 
noon to 4 p.m. the second and fourth 
Tuesdays and Thursdays of the month. 
Families are allotted 20 diapers per 
child per month, said Linda Mills, First 
Call’s executive director.

Diapers are available for families 
with babies and/or toddlers up to 3 
years of age who reside in Ellis Coun-
ty; families must be able to provide 
required documentation.  

A list of those documents is avail-
able at (785) 623-2800 or online at 
www.firstcallelliscounty.com.

Financial Peace  
University offered

Financial Peace University will be 
offered for nine weeks on Sunday 
evenings beginning June 4 and running 
through July 30.

The video sessions will run from 
5 to 7 p.m. at St. Nicholas of Myra 
Catholic Church’s parish hall, 2901 E. 
13th St. Financial expert Dave Ramsey 
will discuss how to live on a budget, 
eliminate debt, save money and experi-
ence the joy of giving. Participants will 
learn the practical skills necessary to 
experience true financial peace based 
on Biblical principles. Cost is $93. Free 
childcare will be provided. 

 More information is avail-
able from Scott and Jennifer Brown 
at jabrown831@gmail.com. Online 
registration is available at https://fpu.
com/1041705.

Library conducting  
clothing drive

The Hays Public Library, 1205 
Main, is accepting used clothing 
through Wednesday, June 7. Items 
should be clean and undamaged. 
During the month of July, the library 
will be hosting “community threads.” 
Individuals may browse through the 
donated clothing, and there will be no 

limit on the number of items a person 
can take.  

The drive is accepting shoes, jew-
elry, coats, hats, gloves, robes, and 
clothing for all ages. Undergarments 
and broken accessories will not be 
accepted, said Luci Bain, communi-
cations director for the library. More 
information is available from her at 
(785) 625-9014 or at hayspublib.org.

Moms’ group 
plans summer events

Mothers of Preschoolers (MOPS) 
has scheduled several pool dates and a 
garage sale this summer. 

The pool outings will run from 2 
to 4 p.m. at Wilson Pool, 101 E. 28th 
St. The dates are Wednesday, June 7; 
Saturday, June 24; Saturday, July 8; 
Wednesday, July 19; and Wednesday, 
Aug. 2.  Kids under the age of 3 swim 
free. Cost for kids over the age of 3 is 
$2; adult price is $3.   

The garage sale will take place from 
8 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturday, June 10, 
at Messiah Lutheran Church, 2000 
Main St.

MOPS is a group for mothers of 
children ages conception through kin-
dergarten.  The group meets from 9:30 
to 11:30 a.m. the second Saturday of 
each month at Messiah Lutheran. 

More information is available from 
Janine Mallardi at (620) 795-2008. 

Overnight kids 
camp June 8-10

Celebration Community Church is 
offering Go Fish Kids Camp for incom-
ing third through fifth graders from 
Thursday, June 8, through Saturday, 
June 10. The cost is $75.

The overnight camp will be held at 
the farm of the church’s children min-
ister, DeLynn Rice, located south of 
Liebenthal. Registration is available on 
the church’s app C3 Hays, or by calling 
the church office at (785) 625-5483. 
More information about the camp is 
available by calling Rice at (785) 656-
0040. The church is located at 5790 
230th Ave.

Relay for Life 
slated for June 10

The Ellis County Relay for Life will 
take place from 3 to 11 p.m. Saturday, 
June 10, at the Hays Middle School 
Track, 201 W. 29th.

All proceeds will go to the Ameri-
can Cancer Society. The relay is a team 
fundraising event where team members 
take turns walking around the track. 
Each team is asked to have a member 
on the track at all times to signify that 
cancer never sleeps, states the ACS 
website. 

Each team sets up a themed camp-
site at the event and continues its fund-
raising efforts by collecting donations. 
This money will count towards the 
overall team fundraising goal.

The schedule of events is as follows:
• 6 p.m., opening ceremony, fea-

turing laps by cancer survivors and 
caregivers.

• 7 p.m., public auction, featuring 
gift baskets and other items.

8:45 p.m., lighting of luminaries.  
Each luminary represents a loved one 
lost to cancer.

• 10:45 p.m., closing ceremony.
According to the ACS website, 

all funds raised are used for cancer 
research, patient care, and education 
and prevention initiatives. Teams may 
register online at http://relay.acsevents.
org/site/. More information is available 
at (785) 639-3603 or at kim.peach@
cancer.org. 

District meeting set at 
Liberty Foursquare

Harvestland Foursquare Churches 
will hold a summer fellowship gather-
ing Sunday evening, June 11, at Liberty 
Foursquare Church, 400 E. Seventh St. 
in Hays.  

A fellowship meal will begin at 5 
p.m., followed by a corporate worship 
service at 6:30 p.m.  The speaker will 
be Sam Rockwell, Foursquare District 
supervisor.  

Harvestland Foursquare District 
is made up of the following church-
es:  Liberty Foursquare Church, Hays; 
Emmanuel Foursquare Church, Sa-
lina; Living Joy Foursquare Church, 
Hoisington; The Lighthouse Foursquare 

Church, Kearney, Neb.; New Life Four-
square Church, McPherson; River of 
Life Foursquare Church, Great Bend; 
and Living Hope Foursquare Church in 
Concordia.  

Service dogs are topic of 
dinner program

Service dogs can help physically 
challenged individuals achieve a life of 
greater independence. The Hays After 
5 Christian women’s group at its June 
meeting will hear Phyllis Burdge of La 
Crosse talk about the types of assis-
tance that service dogs can provide.

Burdge, who has multiple sclerosis, 
has used service dogs for 30 years. The 
meeting will be from 7 to 8:30 p.m. 
Monday, June 12, at the Rose Garden 
Banquet Hall, 2250 E. Eighth St.

Also on the program will be inspira-
tional speaker Diane Hurst of Julesburg, 
Colo.  Hurst debunks the notion of the 
knight in shining armor, the white pick-
et fence, the 2.5 kids, and the happily 
ever after. “Let’s get real,” she says. 

Cost of the dinner program is 
$12.50. Reservations are due by Thurs-
day, June 8, to nocheartnurse@yahoo.
com or to (785) 202-1036.

Hays After 5 is affiliated with Stone-
croft Ministry in Overland Park. 

Camp cleanup 
scheduled June 10

Messiah Lutheran Church volunteers 
will be helping clean up Dream Camp 
at Cedar Bluff Lake on Saturday, June 
10, to ready it for the summer.  

The camp, which can accommodate 
40 children, is for children of parents 
who have an addiction. The camp is 
offered free to youngsters who qualify. 

On cleanup day, volunteers are asked 
to gather at the church, 2000 Main 
St., and be ready to leave by 8 a.m. to 
carpool to the camp. Cleaning products 
will be provided. Volunteers are asked 
to bring their own cleaning rags and 
shop vacs. Lunch and bottled water will 
be provided. Volunteers will return at 
2 p.m.

More information is available by 
calling the church at (785) 625-2057.

NEWS TO KNOW

See NEWS, 8
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Pastor Steve Dinkel
lcfcsd@ruraltel.net

Liberty Foursquare Church

Bible Reading Plan

Greetings Bible readers!  Thank you 
for continuing to read through the 
Bible with me. This month we will 

be reading some more difficult passages 
than most months. So join me in asking 
the Great Teacher — the 
Holy Spirit, to do His 
work as we continue to 
read.

Our Old Tes-
tament readings 
continue through 
the Prophetic writ-
ings of Zephaniah, 
Nahum, Habakkuk, and Jeremiah.  These 
were difficult times for Israel.  God’s 
people were conquered, and dispersed 
into other places as slaves. These writings 
communicate the pain of their loss. But 
mixed in with this sad narrative is hope, 

and that hope is that we know we have a 
new faithful King, our Savior, Jesus Christ, 
and we have citizenship in a new and 
better kingdom.  

Our New Testament readings will 
transition from the writings of John, to 
the writings of Luke and the subsequent 

books authored by the 
Apostle Paul.  I would 
encourage you to use 
a good study Bible as 
you finish Revelation.  
There is great truth and 
hope deposited in these 

Words.  Then rejoice as we begin the Gos-
pel of Luke. The flow of the story begin-
ning in Luke and continuing through Acts 
will inspire you.  So don’t give up, and 
allow the Holy Spirit to plant great seeds 
of truth in your heart as you read. 

1 .........q Zephan 3 .............................. q Rev. 10  
2 .........q .............................................. q Rev. 11
3&4......Weekend Review
5 .........q Nahum 1 .............................. q Rev. 12
6 .........q Nahum 2  ............................. q Rev. 13
7  ........q Nahum 3 .............................. q Rev. 14
8 .........q  ............................................. q Rev. 15
9 .........q  ............................................. q Rev. 16
10&11......Weekend Review
12 .......q Habakuk 1 ............................ q Rev. 17 
13 .......q Habakuk 2  ........................... q Rev. 18 
14 .......q Habakuk 3  ........................... q Rev. 19 
15 .......q  ............................................. q Rev. 20 

16 .......q .............................................. q Rev. 21
17&18......Weekend Review
19 .......q Jeremiah 1 ........................... q Rev. 22
20 .......q Jeremiah 2   ......................... q Luke 1
21 .......q Jeremiah 3   ......................... q Luke 2
22 .......q Jeremiah 4 ........................... q Luke 3
23 .......q Jeremiah 5 ........................... q Luke 4
24&25......Weekend Review
26 .......q Jeremiah 6 ........................... q Luke 5
27 .......q Jeremiah 7  .......................... q Luke 6
28 .......q Jeremiah 8  .......................... q Luke 7  
29 .......q Jeremiah 9 ........................... q Luke 8 
30 .......q Jeremiah 10  ........................ q Luke 9 

June

SeedS of truth

Homeless Coalition  
to meet June 21

The Hays Homeless Coalition will 
meet at 11:30 a.m. Wednesday, June 
21, in the first floor conference room of 
the Hadley Center, 205 E. Seventh St. 
Those interested in learning more about 
homelessness in Ellis County are invited 
to attend.

Card shower honoring  
the Glascows

The Rev. Dick Glascow and his wife, 
Nancy, will be celebrating their 50th 
wedding anniversary on July 8. Glascow 
served as the pastor of First Presbyterian 
Church in Hays for many years before 

his retirement.
The couple’s children are planning a 

surprise card shower for them and are 
taking them on an Alaskan cruise in 
June, when the couple will renew their 
vows.  

People wishing to send cards may 
mail them to the couple’s daughter, Sarah 
Mejia, by June 12 so she can take them 
on the cruise to give to the Glascows, or 
cards may be mailed directly to the Glas-
cows closer to their anniversary date.  

 Here are the addresses: Dick and 
Nancy Glasgow c/o Sarah Mejia, 2902 
Castlerock Court, Pearland TX 77584.  
Or, the couple’s home, Dick and Nancy 
Glasgow, 11915, Murphy Road, Elbert 
CO, 80106.

News, from 7



St. Nicholas of Myra Catholic Church
2901 E. 13th, Hays, Kansas, Parish Offi ces:  

(785) 628-1446
Fax: (785) 623-4207, website: www.heartlandparishes.org

Fr. Jarett Konrade 

Mass Schedule:
Saturday at 5 PM

Sunday at 9:30 AM and 11:00 AM
Daily Mass - Wednesday, and Friday at 7:00 AM

Reconciliation:  Saturday at 4:00 PM
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Zacchaeus was a wee little man, and 
a wee little man was he. He climbed up in 
a sycamore tree for the Lord he wanted to 
see. And when the Savior passed on by, He 
looked up in the tree and said, ‘Zacchaeus, 
You come down, For I’m going to your house 
today! For I’m going to your house today!’

You may know the above song, but what 
is the story of Zacchaeus behind the song? 
In the Gospel of Luke (Luke 19:1—10) and 
in the song about Zacchaeus we learn that 
he was a wee little man, or as the NRSV 
says, “short in stature,” and that he wanted 
to see Jesus. But what if being a wee little 
man did not just refer to his height; what if 
it had to do with his moral standing? 

Now there was a crowd gathering in 
Jericho to see Jesus, and it was filled with 
people from all walks of life; Zacchaeus, a 
tax collector, was one of them. But being 
a tax collector, people despised him and 

would not let him see Jesus. So one could 
understand why the crowd would grumble 
when Jesus calls to Zacchaeus to come 
down from the tree, because he has invited 
himself over to his home.

In inviting himself to Zac-
chaeus’ house, Jesus is saying 
that he accepts Zacchaeus just 
the way that he is. In the 
Gospel of Luke especially, 
Jesus was always eating 
with people he “should” 
not be eating with. He 
was talking to people 
he “should” not be talking to. Jesus was a 
rebel rouser in accepting and welcoming 
everyone. When according to the law, Jesus’ 
reputation should have been tarnished, 
Jesus instead communicates wholeness and 
welcome. And the crowd as I said a bit ago 
was grumbling when he called Zacchaeus 

down from the tree. Because sharing a 
meal with someone indicated not just mere 
friendliness, but also acceptance.

Another person who was also some-
what of a rebel rouser, was Martin Luther. 
500 years ago, on October 31, 1517, he 
supposedly nailed his list of 95 Theses to a 

church door in Witten-
berg, Germany. Now in 
posting the 95 Theses, 
Luther was not looking 
to break away from the 

Catholic church. He real-
ly just wanted to engage 

in a scholarly debate, invite people to the 
table, and draw attention to the practices 
of the church, especially around the power 
and effectiveness of indulgences (pieces of 
paper stating that their sins were forgiven). 
People would buy indulgences for either 
themselves or a loved one to make sure 

they would go to heaven and not be stuck in 
purgatory. 

But for Luther, this went against his 
beliefs. He took the reading from Romans 
3:28 to heart, “For we hold that a person is 
justified by faith apart from works pre-
scribed by the law.” Or to say it another way, 
we do good things, aka works, because of 
our faith, not to earn anything.

We do not have to do anything to earn 
our salvation, to pay our way to heaven. 
Jesus Christ died and rose from the grave 
for you. Your sins are forgiven! You are seen 
by God! You are invited to the table!

So this brings me to a question I leave 
you with today. How can you be a rebel 
rouser — a reformer — in your own way in 
this day and age? How can you invite others 
to the table — so that everyone knows they 
are seen and invited to the table just like 
Zacchaeus? Amen.

Welcome

Pastor Marie Sager
pastormarie15@gmail.com

Trinity Lutheran Church

Zacchaeus earned an invitational to the table
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Operation Arctic:  
Exploring the Coolest Book 

on the Planet!
When: June 5 to 9 
Times: 9 a.m. to noon, Frozen Family 

Night Friday at 7 p.m.
Where: North Oak Community Church, 

3000 Oak Street
Cost: No cost to attend
Ages: Just completed Kindergarten thru 

just completed fifth grade
Register online at www.northoak.net or 

https://northoak.myanswers.com/opera-
tion-arctic/ or get a paper form from the 
church office.

For more information, contact Karen 
Rigler krigler@northoak.net or Nikki 
Muench nmuench@usd489.com

Galactic Starveyors:  
Discovering the God of the 

Universe!
When: June 12 to 16
Times: 6:30 to 9 p.m.
Where: CrossPoint Hays, 1300 Harvest 

Road
Cost: No cost to attend
Ages: 5 years through fifth grade
For more information, contact (785) 

625-5373 or https://www.facebook.com/
events/761927870645213

Cave Quest:  
Following Jesus the  
Light of the World!

When: June 13 to 16
Times: 5:30 to 8:30 p.m., supper included
Where: Liberty Foursquare, 400 E. 7th 
Cost: No cost to attend
Ages: 4 years old through incoming fifth 

grade.
For more information, contact (785) 

625-6245

Hero Central:  
Discover Your  

Strength in God!
When: June 26 to 29
Times: 3 to 5 p.m.
Where: Ellis United Methodist Church, 

1201 Washington Street, Ellis
Cost: No cost to attend
Ages: 4 years old through entering fifth 

grade
Register online http://cokesburyvbs.com/

ellisunitedmethodistchurch, or pick-up a 
paper form at the church office. Pre-register 
by June 19 if possible, or parents can register 
on the first day.

For more information, please contact 
Becca Cass, Althea Groff, or Pastor Tricia 
North (785) 726-3372

Maker Fun Factory:  
Created by God;  

Built for a Purpose!
When: July 10 to 14, Closing program July 

16
Times: 6:30 to 8:45 p.m. (ages 3-entering 

5th grade); 9 to 10 p.m. (entering 6th-12th 
grades)

Where: Hays Christian Church, 22nd & 
Marshall Road

Cost: No cost to attend, but save $2 off 
your shirt if you register by June 19.

Ages: 3 years old thru High School (2 year 
olds are welcome if a parent stays with the 
child)

Register online at hayschristianchurch.org, 
or on the first night. 

For more information, contact Lori Dan-
iels, lori@hayschristianchurch.org, (785) 
625-0094. 

Hero Central: Discover Your 
Strength in God!

When: - July 17 to 20, 
Times: 5 to 7:30 p.m.
Where: Hays First United Methodist 

Church, 305 W. 7th Street
Cost: No cost to attend
Ages: Nursery through fifth grade
Register online at http://2017.cokes-

buryvbs.com/haysfumc
For more information, contact Jo Swayne 

at (785) 625-3408

Maker Fun Factory:  
Created by God;  

Built for a Purpose!
When: July 23 to 28
Times: 5:30to 8:10 p.m., Supper Included
Where: Messiah Lutheran Church, 2000 

Main Street
Cost: No cost to attend
Ages: 4 years through incoming fifth 

grade
Registration forms available at the church 

or online at messiahlutheranhays.com under 
the Info Center tab. 

For more information, contact the church 
office at 625-2057 or email messiahsec@
ruraltel.net

God’s Science Lab:  
Exciting experiments teach-

ing biblical truth
When: July 24 to 28
Times: 6 to 8 p.m.
Where: First Baptist Church, 12th and 

Fort Street
Cost: No cost to attend
Ages: 4 years old through fifthgrade
Register 625-9454 (may need to leave a 

message) or contact through www.face-
book.com/First-Baptist-Church-of-Hays-
KS-189475207826824/

Vacation Bible School



Can be picked up at the following locations:

A Partnership of

and

Liberty Foursquare Church
Celebration Community Church
Westview Church
Messiah Lutheran Church
First Baptist Church
St. Fidelis Church

St. Nicholas of Myra Church
Hays Christian Church
Cornerstone Southern Baptist Church
First Presbyterian Church
Thomas More Prep-Marian High School
Messenger

Eagle Communications
St. Michael’s Episcopal Church
HMC Chapel
North Oak Community Church
First United Methodist Church
Trinity Lutheran Church

St. John Lutheran Church, Ellis
View it online at ourecma.com
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CORNERSTONE 
SOUTHERN BAPTIST 

CHURCH
Pastor Gary Simon

Kids/Youth/Adult
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.

Sunday Adult Bible Study
6:00 p.m.

Sunday King’s Kids 6:00 p.m.

Wed. Devotion/Prayer 7:00 p.m.

29th & Indian Trail         625-9500

www.hayscornerstonesbc.com

TRINITY
LUTHERAN
CHURCH

(ELCA)
The Rev. Marie Sager

2703 Fort St.        785-625-2044
Sunday 10:15 a.m.
(Holy Communion

is Celebrated Every Sunday)
Fellowship Following Worship

www.trinityhays.org
tlchays@eaglecom.net

FIRST 
PRESBYTERIAN 

CHURCH
The Rev. Celeste Lasich

Nursery available
Sunday Worship: 10 a.m.

Adult Study Group: 11 a.m.
Fellowship Hour: 11 a.m.

Youth Group Sun. evenings
www.haysfpc.org

pastorcelestehays@gmail.com
2900 Hall                625-2847

NORTH OAK
COMMUNITY 

CHURCH

Pastor Ken Ediger
Associate Pastor Dave Buller

Youth Pastor Jeff Neher

Worship Service:
8:30 a.m. & 11 a.m.

Sunday School: 9:50 a.m.

Nursery &
Children’s Church Available

Wed. K-12 programs

3000 Oak             785-628-8887

www.northoak.net

THE BASILICA OF
ST. FIDELIS, 
VICTORIA

Saturday Mass: 5:00 p.m.
Sunday Mass: 10:00 a.m.

Eucharistic Adoration
Thursdays:

7:45 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
in St. Fidelis Church behind the main altar

St. Ann, Walker
Sat. Mass: 6:30 p.m. Nov. thru April
Sun. Mass: 7:30 a.m. May thru Oct.

St. Boniface, Vincent
Sun. Mass: 8:45 a.m.

,

Fr. John Schmeidler
735-2777

fi delis@ruraltel.net
www.stfi delischurch.com

WESTVIEW
CHURCH

Pastor Wes Oakley, D. Min.

Associate Pastor Tim Nunnery

Children’s Pastor Jeremy McGuire

Sunday Service: Adult & Children’s 
Church, 10:30 a.m.

 Wednesday Service: Elevate Kids, 
R3 Youth & Midweek Adult Service, 

7:00 p.m.

Thursday Service:  R3 Live  
College, 8:00 p.m.

3000 W. 41st St      785-625-6359

www.westviewchurch.tv

MESSIAH
LUTHERAN
CHURCH

(LCMS)

Pastor Rocco Mallardi

Traditional Worship: 8:30 a.m.
Study Hour: 9:45 a.m.

Contemporary Worship: 11:00 a.m.

(Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays)

Lutheran Hour: Sunday 7:30 a.m. 

KHAZ FM 99.5
e-mail: messiahsec@ruraltel.net

2000 Main     625-2057

www.messiahlutheranhays.com

FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST

CHURCH
Rev. Mike Rose, Sr. Pastor

Rev. Dr. Alice Koech, Assoc. Pastor 
& Youth Pastor

Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.

Sunday Service: 8:30 & 10:45 a.m.
10:45 a.m. Service Broadcast

on KAYS 1400 AM

WOW Worship on Wednesdays:
 Meal 5 to 6 pm

Children/Youth/Adult Programs

6:15-7:15 pm

305 W. 7th                 625-3408

ST. MICHAEL’S 
EPISCOPAL

CHURCH
Rev. Harvey Hillin

Sunday Holy Eucharist
9:30 a.m.

Evening Prayer 
Wednesdays 5:15 p.m.

2900 Canal Blvd.          628-8442

stmichaelshays@gmail.com

FIRST BAPTIST
CHURCH

Sunday School: 9:00 a.m. 
Worship Service: 10:30 a.m.

12th & Fort       625-9454

Iglesia Hispana Bautista

Sunday Domingos 10:30 a.m.

Nursery Available

12th & Fort              625-9454

ST. JOHN’S 
LUTHERAN CHURCH

(ELCA)
Intern Allie Smith

Sunday School: 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Worship with Holy 
Communion: 10:30 a.m.

394 St. John-St. Andrew Rd.
Get off the Ellis exit on I-70, 

and go six miles North
on the paved road

726-3207726 3207

Pastor Kevin Daniels

Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.

Worship Service: 10:45 a.m.

Nursery
Children’s Church Provided

For additional 
services and information 

call the church or 625-0094

 22nd & Marshall       625-3100

www.hayschristianchurch.org

Sponsoring 

Churches of  
LLLILIL BEBERTRTYYY YYY

FOOOOOOURU SQSQUAUAAARE
CHCHURRCCH

Pastor Steve Dinkel
Pastora Lory Herrick Assoc. Pastor

Sunday Services: 10 a.m.
 Wed. Services: 7 p.m.

Adult Bible Study
High School Youth Group

Royal Rangers and Mpact Girls
Clubs (Aug. - May)

400 E. 7th           625-6245
www.libertyis.com

No matter where you are
in your faith there's

a place for you at C3.

Welcome home.

For more info on service times 
and styles, visit us online at 

celebratejesus.org
or download our app C3hays.
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